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One “crop” of oyster seeds
for an oyster farm could
fitin in two cupped
hands and contain
thousands of oysters.

The oyster
aquaculture
process begins
with Dg‘s]ter
by
oysters about
half the length s, Se;‘lia(::yefit?;s are
gegrn g{m P\ flow-through
tanks where, ina
-\ few days time,
they will grow
Oysters are then —— ltg t;'blzu:lt alf an
placed in mesh . ) g.
grow bags that
allow water and
Jfood to flow 1§
through.

Q Oysters are periodically
& sorted to keep oysters of
the same size together.
The bags of Slower growing oysters
oysters are then ;5 can be moved to areas
taken out into of the farm that are

the Bay where beneficial to growth.
they are

placed in
either floatin
cages or racks
that sit on the
bottom.

b After 12-18 months,
oysters are ready to
be harvested. This
is signifiantly
faster than
wild-grown
oysters which do
not reach market
size until they are
2 -3 years old.

Once harvested, the
agsters are brought
ack to a facility
where they are
sorted by size,
bagged, and
refrigerated
before being
sent to
restaurants, v \
seafood markets, C.>
or ditributors. ) ({ o
\.

Virginia is the number
one state on the East
Coast for oyster
aquaculture. In
2017, the value of
Viriginia
Aquaculture

S oysters was
Y $18.5 million.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McPQfdNZEY0

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-
work/united-states/new-york/stories-in-new-york/long-island-water-quality/we-re-oyster-farmers/
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What is the current state of oyster populations in the Chesapeake Bay?

In Maryland, the overall oyster population is down from 600 million market-size oystersin 1999 to
about 400 million in 2020, according to a June 2020 update to Maryland's Oyster Stock

Assessment by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. But the estimated number of

oysters less than one year old is the sixth lowest recorded since 1999—about 275 million oysters—

which could spell trouble for future harvests.

Virginia's total wild oyster harvests have remained stable at around 600,000 bushels for the past
several years, partly due to a rotational harvest system. This system reduces pressure on certain
harvest bars by only opening them to harvest once every three years. In addition, a state supported
replenishment program helps to plant shell on harvest areas, increasing habitat for baby oysters
(spat) to attach and grow. Why is it important to restore oysters and oyster reefs?

Unfortunately, oyster populations have remained at low levels for many years. In some areas,

populations continue to decline. But the good news is that when we bring back oysters, all of their

benefits come back with them.



EEEZ RN VK78

Oyster reefs provide
habitat and food for
crabs, fish, and other
Bay critters. At one time,
oysters were so
abundant in the
Chesapeake Bay that
their reefs defined the
major river channels.
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